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COMMUNICATION 



The European Patent Office herewith transmits the partial European search report under Rule 46(1) 
EPC relating to the above-mentioned European patent application. 

Copies of the documents cited in the search report are enclosed. 

The applicant's attention is drawn to the following: 

The search Division informs the applicant that if the European search report is also to cover 
inventions other than the invention first mentioned in the claims a ^X a ^St£ 
paid for each of these inventions, within ONE MONTH after notification of Una communication. 

If the application has been filed up to 30 June 1999, the search fee in force before 01 July 
1999 (EUR 869,--) or the equivalent applicable on the date of payment is payable. 
This applies also to the search fees requested under Rule 46(1) EPC. 
See also OJ EPO 06/1999, 405. 

ra The abstract was modified by the Search Division and the definitive text is attached to the 
JtS. present communication. 

Additional set(s) of copies of the documents cited in the European search report is (are) enclosed 
yQ as welK ■ 



Note to users of the automatic debiting procedure: 

Unless the EPO receives prior instructions to the contrary, the search fee(s) will be debited on 
SSSyVt.^ for payment. For further details see the Arrangements for the automatic 
debiting procedure, Supplement to OJ EPO 02/1999. 
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ABSTRACT / ZUSAMMENFASSUNG / ABREGE 



03026174.7 



A sample analyzer includes a liquid aspirator to be stuck into the closed container for. 
aspirating a sample from a closed container; the liquid aspirator including an elongated 
pipe, the pipe having a liquid flow path extending therein and a plurality of recesses 
(34,35,36) provided in an outer surface thereof, at least one of the recesses (34,35,36) 
communicating between an inside and an outside of the container when the pipe is stuck 
into the container, to let the internal pressure of the container back to the atmospheric 
pressure. 
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